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debility of Vienna and had bluffed his ally into submis-
sion with a threat of starvation.

The advent of the Austrians brought with it many minor
complications. Late in the field, they found the Germans
established in the best positions. Kiev had fallen to them
on March 1, and the Austrians were only able to play a
minor role in the capture of Odessa on March 12, yet they
claimed this port for themselves. Some circles in Vienna,
notably that round Czernin, irked by the spectacle of
numerous German princelings receiving grand-ducal thrones
in the Baltic Provinces and Finland, conceived the idea
of a Habsburg as King of the Ukraine, and urged the
Emperor Karl to send either the Archduke Eugen or the
Archduke Friedrich to Odessa in order to secure the chief
command for the monarchy. The Austrian General Staff
protested that it was impossible to give an Archduke a
command unbefitting his rank merely " on account of a
few corn-cobs". The Emperor agreed with them, but
refused the demand of the Emperor Wilhelm that Germany
should exercise the Supreme Command in the Ukraine and
the Crimea. Much wrangling continued between the two
High Commands, the Germans resenting the avaricious
manner of their tardy allies. " Endless troubles with the
Austrians in the Ukraine ", runs Hoffmann's record. " They
. . . are behaving with their usual meanness when the knife
is not at their throat. ... It is a pity the Italians do not
attack. One can deal with the Austrians only when they
are in difficulties." 1

Afber much acrid correspondence between the two
Emperors and between German and Austrian G.H.Q., a
compromise was reached. On the Black Sea Austria re-
tained Odessa and Kherson, while Germany received
Nikolaev and Sebastopol, and in the Ukraine the northern
sector remained under German influence, leaving the south

1 Hoffmann, i. 210.